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NOTHING TO CRY ABOUT IN SWAFFHAM..???
Of course there is, as someone who has no choice but
to attend Town Council meetings, there is usually
plenty to cry about emanating from our monthly
gatherings. All in the best possible taste of course,
not meaning tears and tantrums which are always an
essential ingredient to the world of local politics..
However, we do have a vacancy for a Town Crier due to
the recent resignation of Kerry Hart (you may have
seen this reported on TV recently), so on behalf of
the Town Kerry, thanks for the past 7 years as our
Town Crier. If you are interested in filling this
vacancy, then take a look at the details in 'Under the
Buttercross. The Council believe that there are
plenty of occasions for our Town Crier to participate
and add to the occasion or to represent the Town.

It has been all change recently as the new Mayor
Jerome Stockdale settles in to the year ahead, moving
up from Deputy Mayor last year. The new Deputy
Mayor is Paul Darby. Retiring Mayor Pam Buxton gets
a well earned rest. It has also been all change at
Breckland Council too with new Chief Executive Becky
Hellard and new Leader William Nunn getting fo grips
with their roles. They both attended a Town Council
meeting in June. Having also met both of them to
discuss how joined up local government has o be the
way ahead, this wind of change is an opportunity fo lay
past frustrations down, and move forward.
Enjoy your read..RB Town Clerk
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COPY DEADLINE for next issue i
N.B. Your copy DEADLINE for the next issue due out in :
October 2005. All copy in by Friday 16" September i
|
|
|

2005 at the latest. Thank you to all contributors of the :
newsletter, new contributions always welcome. i
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FROM THE

MAYOR'S PARLOUR

May I take this opportunity to introduce myself
as the new Mayor of Swaffham, a role that has
been entrusted to me by my fellow councillors. I
was born in Swaffham and have lived here for 47
years. Indeed even my parents and grandparents
are/were Swaffham residents. I have always
worked in the town, first as an employee and now
with my own business. I have been on the Town
Council for 7 years and want to see Swaffham
move forward. There are many changes taking
place at present and much disruption in the fown,
but hopefully the end result will make it all worth
while and Swaffham will continue to thrive and
expand.

The Community Centre is almost complete and
should be open again by September. The Town
Centre enhancement will not be completed for a
while, but it is taking shape. The Assembly
Rooms may look like a building site at present but
by the end of the year work should be concluded
and this building will once again become a focal
point of the Market Place.

I am pleased and privileged to take on this role
for the ensuing year and hope that I can
continue with the good work which Councillor Pam
Buxton achieved. T look forward to working with
Councillor Paul Darby (Deputy Mayor) and all the
other Councillors on future projects and I am
sure the year ahead will prove to be exciting and
challenging.

Jerome Stockdale
Mayor of Swaffham



Underneath the Buttercross

SWAFFHAM TOWN COUNCIL
FARMERS MARKET

The Farmers Market has now been up and running
successfully by the Town Council for the last 14
months. It is held on the first Wednesday of
each month and is located by the War Memorial.
It has a variety of stalls, that cater for a variety
of tastes and is now looking to expand the
Market to include craft stalls. The Market
upholds the Swaffham tfradition of quality and
variety of its stalls selling locally produced
produce.

il e
Why not visit the Market on a Wednesday
morning between 8am and 1pm, and complete your
morning with a visit to one of the town's coffee
shops. If you need more information or would like
to become a stall holder, please contact
Swaffham Town Council on 01760 722922.

TOWN CENTRE FLOWERS

Mike Dye the fown gardener has done us proud
again this year with his marvellous display of
flowers. His display has improved year on year
even though he may not agree with you.
Unfortunately due to lack of entrants in last
year's 'Business In Bloom' and lack of sponsorship
there will not be a competition this year.
Despite this it would be wonderful if more
properties around the town centre could add to
Mike's display. Our grateful thanks to those of
you who have sponsored the displays this year, it
is not too late fo sponsor the flowers this year,
do call in at the Town Hall if you are interested.

TOWN CRIER

A vacancy has arisen for the position of Town
Crier, to continue a local tradition. The position
is open to both male and females, and should be
outgoing with a strong voice. As a Town Crier you

will be expected to attend civic and charitable
events free of charge. A uniform will be
provided. To apply for this voluntary position,
please apply in writing to Swaffham Town
Council, 4 London Street, Swaffham, PE37 7DQ

THE PEDLAR SIGN

The revamp of the Pedlar sign is nearing
completion. It is hoped that by the time you
are reading this newsletter the Pedlar will have
been let out of prison and be back home where
he belongs in Swaffham. The area around the
sign including the railings has also been revamped
to enhance the revitalised sign.

ASSEMBLY ROOMS

The Iceni Partnership is making good progress
with the refurbishment of the Assembly Rooms
despite the poor condition of parts of the
structure and the discovery of large areas of
rot. Every attempt is being made to
accommodate these works within the original
timetable for the job which is scheduled for
completion in November.

COMMUNITY CENTRE

Work is progressing well the new Community
Centre. Iceni Partnership is planning the opening
of the new building as completion is estimated
for the end of August/start of September. It is
planned to move the former tenants back into
the building in September with the official
opening scheduled for 1°" October 2005.

The partnership would like as many people as
possible to join in celebrating the launch of the
new centre and will be contacting local voluntary
groups over the forthcoming weeks to invite
them to have a stand or provide a demonstration
of their activities. If you are interested in
taking part please contact the Iceni office on

01760 722800 or email bernie@iceni.info for more
details.




THE TOWN COUNCIL

Mayor - Jerome Stockdale - 01760 720985
Deputy Mayor - Paul Darby - 01760 724479

Councillors

Pam Buxton
Carol Baker
David Butters
Dave Cannon
Ben Emmerson
Anne Greaves
Sheila Lister
Frances Mann

Shirley Matthews

Ian Sherwood

01760 724721
01760 723733
01760 722949
01760 723759
01760 720982
01760 725191
01760 720114
01760 720403
01760 723205
01760 725076

Les Wise 01760 723825

Breckland Councillors are Paul Darby, Shirley

Matthews and Ian Sherwood.
County Councillor is Shirley Matthews.

WHAT IS LOCATED AT THE TOWN HALL?

Swaffham Museum Office

Services such as genealogy, research and
archives are available.  Open via fown hall
reception or telephone 01760 721230

Iceni Partnership
Room 1 - The office is open Mon - Fri and can be
contacted on 01760 722800.

Breckland Council

Room 3 - Office open 9.30am - 4p.m. every
Monday.

For all your Council Tax, benefit enquires as well
as bus passes.

Registrar - Births, deaths & marriages

Room 3 - Office open 9.30am - 12noon every
Tuesday for appointments only.  For more
information contact 01842 754115

Citizens Advice

Room 3 - Office open 10am - 1pm every
Wednesday. No appointment is necessary but
for more information contact 01362 697776

Age Concern
Room 3 - Office open 10am - 1pm every Thurs &
Fri.

Town Council Chamber

This is where the Town Council holds it's
meetings including committees. This room is also
available for hire to the general public also.

The Town Council also administers the
Allotments, the Saturday Market, the monthly
Farmers Market and the Cemetery.

If you would like more information on any of the
Town Council services please contact: -
01760 722922
e-mail - enquiries@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk

Opening Times

Monday 9am - 2pm

Tuesday 9am - 2pm
Wednesday Closed
Thursday 9am - 2pm

Friday 8am - 1pm

| The Pension Service holds regular advice and |
information surgeries for over 60's on the 2™
Wednesday of each month at Suffield Court,
London Street, Swaffham from 1.00 pm - 3.30
pm. For an appointment please call 0845
6060265.




AGE CONCERN SWAFFHAM & DISTRICT

We are continuing with our  monthly
entertainment afternoons which take place on
the last Tuesday of every month. They are
usually held in the Methodist Church Rooms,
London Street, from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm
(unless there is an outing planned). These are
free and we have a variety of events which are
thoroughly enjoyed by all. During the year we
have about four professional entertainers and at
another three afternoons which are arranged in-
house such as beetle drives and quizzes. There is
also a New Year party. In addition, we aim to run
four coach trips which are subsidised for our
members. It only costs £1 per year to join the
Club so do come along and have some FUNI

Just as a reminder, future dates are:

- June 28™ - outing to "Collectors
World" at Denver;
- July 26™ - in-house

entertainment and talk;

- August 30™ - outing to Cromer
Pavilion Theatre to see the show, "Seaside
Special";

- September 29™ -in-house entertainment:

- October 25™ - outing to
Gressenhall to see the "Roots of 11 Norfolk"
experience;

- November 29™ - entertainment; and

- December 20™ - outing to Thursford to
see the fabulous Christmas Show.

Our Befriending Scheme which has now being in

operation for nearly a year, is being sponsored by

“Cover" and Norfolk Social Services and we are

pleased to say that it is highly successful. The

befrienders visit lonely people in their homes and
all say what a rewarding experience this is. We
still need more volunteers fo join the feam under
our Befriending Co-ordinator, Sheila Lewis. We
would be delighted to hear from anyone able to
spare an hour or two each week. Please contact

James or Barbara (see below) in the first

instance. Training can be provided and expenses

are paid.

Also, our Information Centre is in operation and
we are grateful for the support of Lloyds TSB
Foundation for England & Wales in this venture.

This Centre is open on Thursdays and Fridays,
10 am to 1 pm and is situated on the ground
floor of the new Town Hall Offices: entrance is
only available from Cley Road until the Museum
refurbishment is completed. It is fully accessible
by wheelchairs users. We are able to supply
leaflets and other information on a wide range of
topics from benefits to housing. If we don't
know the answer we can probably point you in the
direction of someone who does. There is no need
to make an appointment. Again, we need more
volunteers to help staff up this very worthwhile
venture.

As you can see we are still expanding and have
more funding bids in the pipeline. We're a happy
bunch of helpers and would love you to come and
join us. Experience the feeling of doing some
good in a very worthwhile cause!

Contacts for all the above are: Barbara White
01760 723866 or James Dean 01760 720756

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING

The Swaffham Scottish Country Dance Group
has closed now for the summer but will be
reopening on Friday, September 9™. We will be
meeting either in the Parish Church Rooms or
the nearby newly-opened Community Centre,
The Campingland, from 8 pm to 10 pm. We are
lead by a friendly and experienced teacher from
Norwich who is more than happy to teach
absolute beginners, so just come along and join in
the fun. The evening costs £2 per head including
refreshments.

James or Elizabeth Dean 01760 720756

Women's Section of the Royal British Legion

Ex-service women, wives, daughters,
granddaughters, sisters and dependents of past
or present service women or men - come and join
us.
We meet every 2" Tuesday in the month at
Valentine Barker Court, Courtfields, Swaffham
at 2.30 pm. We welcome women of all ages to
our very friendly meetings, so come along, listen
to our speakers, help your local community, make
new friends, we are waiting to welcome you.
Contact: Frances on 01760 724445 or Jean on
01760 722566.



Swaffham Carnival

Last Year we saw the date of the Carnival
changed to July to encourage more participation
from the youngsters of Swaffham.

This was successful, so we are expanding on that
theme this year by involving more youngsters
from the different communities in and around
Swaffham.

This year we see the introduction of a King and a
Prince to accompany the traditional Queen and
Princess for the Carnival proceedings.

We have also changed the venue for the
afternoon’s activities to the Rugby Club
(transport will be provided).

The Carnival preparations are a year-round
function, and I would like to take this
opportunity of thanking our financial sponsors
and also the other businesses in and around
Swaffham who have helped in other ways.

Also, a big "thank you" to all traders for
supplying raffle prizes. You all equally play a big
part in the success of the Carnival.

My thanks also go to the Carnival Committee for
helping to put this carnival together.

I urge all of you to attend whatever functions
you can throughout the week and support The
Olive Tree Project and St John's Ambulance who
are the beneficiaries of this year's carnival.
Please enjoy yourself during the Carnival.

Paul Southerton

Carnival Chairman

Swaffham Probus Club

' A social club for retired and semi-retired !
| business and professional gentlemen. The club |
| meets on the second Tuesday every month at |

i 12.30pm at the George Hotel, Swaffham.

| For further information telephone 01760 721242 |

Swaffham Afternoon Womens Institute
Every 3™ Wednesday in the month we meet at
2.00pm in the Conservative Club (entrance at
rear, large car park) Come along as our guest
first time to an interesting afternoon where you
will be welcomed, looked after and make new
friends. You can learn more about us by talking
to Stella on 721757 or Jean on 722566 - we look
forward to hearing from you.

FRIENDS of Swaffham Museum BBQ
Fancy your chances at Boules? How about a
murderous game of Croquet? Even more, a
Barbecue and Bar thrown in? Then don't miss the
Friends of Swaffham Museum Barbecue, to be
held on SATURDAY 30TH JULY at 45 Watton
Road, where our hosts will be Alby and Barbara
White. Everyone is welcome, you don't have to be
a Friend of Swaffham Museum, and you don't
have to dress up (unless you want to).

There's a lot to do and pleasant company to join,
and a thoroughly enjoyable atmosphere to drink
in. So don't be shy, grab a croquet mallet, and
start swinging. The Games start at about 2.30pm
and the food will be ready for 5.30pm. Tickets
are £5.50, available from Barbara Clarke, 01760
720140, or pay on the day.

Swaffham Fun Day & Classic Car Cavalcade.
Unfortunately the Fun Day this year was not well
attended, which is very sad because the people
who did come said this was the ‘best yet' - more
cars, more stalls and more events. From the
committee's point of view, this year was also
extremely well organized and the whole day went
smoothly and without any problems.  Two
occurrences were perhaps to blame for the lack
of attendance - 1. the weather (as always we are
reliant on the weather!) and 2. the general trend
of a downturn in spending. However whatever it
was, anyone who didn't come missed a smashing
day. We did, however, make a profit and would
like to express our thanks to all the generous
people who supported the Fun Day, especially our
main sponsor Staff Hire Employment Agency,
also Swaffham Discount Carpets, McDonald's
(draw tickets), Waitrose (barbecue), Thurlow
Nunn (car plaques), Merit's (treasurers shed) and
a big 'thank you' to all those shops in Swaffham
who gave so generously for the Tombola Stall.

Do support Swaffham Fun Day next year. We
know without a shadow of doubt that you will
enjoy it as it is going to be even bigger and
better than this year!!

Here's to SFD 2006 - see you there!



_______________________________________________________________

The Swaffham Evening Womens Institute
extends a warm welcome to any lady of any age
group.

If you are new to Swaffham and would like to
make new friends, do come along and meet us in
The Church Rooms, Campingland at
7.30pm the 1°" Wednesday of every month.
See our notice board beside Boots the Chemist
for up-to-date information or telephone
01760 722052.

PALS at Swaffham Community Hospital
The Patient Advice and Liaison Service now visits
the Swaffham Community Hospital between 10.00
am and 12.00 noon every Thursday.

Pals is a free NHS confidential service which
can...

e Help answer questions or concerns about

your healthcare.

e Offer advice and support when things go

wrong.

e Listen to your suggestions for improving

local services.

¢ Provide balanced and impartial

information and advice.
You can call in without an appointment at
Swaffham Community Hospital and ask for PALS
at reception (Thursdays 10 am - 12 noon).
Alternatively, you can always telephone PALS on
freephone 0800 587 4132 (Mondays - Thursday
9 am to 5 pm Fridays 9.am to 4.30 pm).

TO THE HARD OF HEARING
You may be a little or you may be very deaf.
However, did you know we have free lip reading
classes in Swaffham?

We are only a small group at present but T am

sure there are lots of people around who could

benefit from these classes. We welcome new
members so please don't be shy, come and join us.
We have fun and lots of support and help with all

sorts of things.

Classs are held on Thursday mornings 10.00 am -
12.00 noon at The Catholic Church Rooms, Castle
Acre Road, Swaffham.

For further information ring 01553 630472

-

Anyone wishing to start a
Home Watch Scheme
in the Breckland area should in the first instance
contact:

Colin Hodge
Breckland.norpol@gtnet.gov.uk
Home Watch Administrator
The Police Station
Norwich Road
Thetford
Norfolk
IP24 2HU
01842 222608

COMMUNITY INFORMATION BUS
With representatives from:
The Fire Service, The Police Service, Citizen
Advice Bureau, Immigration,
First Bus and The Pension Service.

The Bus will be at
Swaffham Market Place on the 4™ Monday of the
Month 1.00pm - 3.00pm

Swaffham Library Summer Events

Families are invited to come along to the library
this summer to take part in the 'Reading Voyage'
which aims to encourage the under 10s to keep
reading throughout the summer.
Children will be able to collect their free
'Reading Voyage' fun pack and stickers
throughout the school holidays. There is a medal
for each child completing the Reading Voyage,
and the medals will be presented at the library
at the end of the summer.

On Thursday 25 August 10.30 - 11.30 am the |
library hosts 'Shark Attack' a summer holiday ;

story time for 4-8 year olds. Tickets for this
free event are available at Swaffham Library Tel
01760 721513

Bingo Bingo Bingo
Valentine Barker Court
Every Thursday 7.00pm for 7.30pm start Small
Prizes

Pleasant atmosphere - Tea and Biscuits 50p
All Welcome




School Visits from Hemmoor

Hamond's High School has been very fortunate
recently experiencing 3 visits from classes'7a, 7b
and 7c¢ from the Osteschule in Hemmoor.
Swaffham Town Council kindly funded the very
exciting Ten Pin Bowling games between the two
schools and also the visit to the EcoTech Centre
to include the climb up the Wind Turbine, where
marvellous views were much appreciated by the
young visitors. They also experienced a day at
the seaside in Hunstanton, a trip to London to
"see the Queen”, even though it was in Madame
Tussards.

At the top of there list was the exchange of
timetables with "buddies” from Hamond's. The
visits were enjoyed by all. The new style
cafeteria was an experience for them sampling
and being treated to school dinners! They were
amazed at the Wizard of Oz production, the
sight of hundreds of Year 11 doing their GCSE's,
the vast array of blue uniform complete with
school logo, but most of all by the sheer
friendliness of everyone.

Special thanks also to the School Caretaker, Mr
Roy Gorrett for driving the mini-bus for them.
Lots of e-mails, text messages and letters are
changing hands in preparation for the return
visit by Mrs Chaplin and her team in the new
school year. We can't wait fo see our new
friends againl The first group with Frau Theda
Blumel managed to catch the ferry with 5
minutes to spare, after waiting on the wrong
platform in Ely. The next 2 groups certainly
didn't make the same mistake.

Thanks to all concerned in making their visits so
memorable.

Bridge Club
Would you like to enjoy an evening's entertainment
playing a game of cards amongst friends.
The cost is only £1.50 including refreshments.
If so. why not come along to the

Swaffham Bridge Club

any Tuesday or Thursday evening,
6.30pm for 6.45 start,

at The Church Rooms, Campingland.

All levels of play are welcome

Partner not necessary

For further information ring
Peter - 01760 or Nicholas - 01760 722076

Norfolk Rural Community Council
6rants for Children & Young People’s Groups
Norfolk Rural Community Council administers the
Local Network Fund which is a Government grant
available to community groups working with
children and young people who are facing some
form of disadvantage. Groups can apply for
funding of between £250 and £7,000. For
example this could be to support a new group or
project to get started or for existing groups to
expand or develop their activities.
Over £200,000 of grants have already been
awarded by the Grants Panel since April this
year. There have been a wide variety of projects
funded including youth clubs, parent and toddler
groups, sports clubs, music groups, theatre
groups, cycle tracks and outdoor play equipment.
Who can apply?
Community or voluntary groups focussing on
children and young people up to 19. There is no
requirement to be a registered charity but you
will need to have a basic constitution for your
group. Support is available for this.
What kinds of disadvantage does the Fund
support?
Economic Disadvantage - projects that involve
children from families disadvantaged due to low
income.
Isolation and Access - disadvantaged due to
rural isolation and access to facilities.
Aspirations and Experiences - It could be
funding for projects providing opportunities for
to experience activities that other children may
take for granted.
Children's Voices - initiatives to give young
people opportunities to express their views or
develop self-help projects.
How can I find out more?
If you would like more information or want to
discuss your project ideas contact the LNF team
at the Norfolk Rural Community Council. Ring
01362 698216 or e-mail:
Infchildren@norfolkrcc.org.uk
You can also visit the NRCC website at
Infchildren@norfolkrec.org.uk
You can also visit the NRCC website at
www.norfolkrcc.org.uk
For a Local Network Fund application pack ring
the National Call Centre on 0845 1130161




Community Events
July, August & September 2005

Any organisation wishing to include events in the
Swaffham Diary should leave information at the
Town Hall. Please indicate the nature of the
event together with date, time and venue, your
name and telephone number. For details see
boards at the Town Hall or Tourist Information
Centre.

July

3™ July: Open Air Service in Swaffham Town
Centre with Breckland Christian Fellowship at
6.00p.m..

9™ July: Pensioners Coffee Morning 8.00 a.m. -
12.00 noon Conservative Club.

9th July: Hospital League of Friends Coffee
Morning, Methodist Church 9am to 12noon.

23" July: Save the Children Coffee Morning
Conservative Club.

30th July: Swaffham Community Hospital Annual
Fete to be opened by the Community Hospital
Matron, Mrs Mavis White at 2pm, All proceeds
to the League of Friends. For further
information contact David Gulliver, Swaffham
722924,

30™ July: Horticultural Society Show at the
Sports Hall, The Convent of the Sacred Heart
1.00pm - 4.30pm

30™ July: Fancy your chances at Boules? How
about a murderous game of Croquet? Even more,
a Barbecue and Bar thrown in? Then don't miss
the Friends of Swaffham Museum Barbecue, to
be held on at 45 Watton Road.

315" July: ‘Gospel & Healing Celebration’ at
Necton Village Hall with Breckland Christian
Fellowship at 6.00p.m..

August

3" August: Family Barbecue at the Oasis
Centre, Cley Road. Tel: 01760 723175 for details
at 7.00p.m.

7™ August: Open Air Service in Swaffham Town
Centre with Breckland Christian Fellowship at
6.00p.m.

13™ August: Pensioners Coffee Morning 8.00
a.m. - 12.00 noon Conservative Club.

20™ August: Save the Children Coffee Morning
Conservative Club.

21°" August: ‘Gospel and Healing Service' at
Breckland Christian Fellowship, The Oasis
Centre, Cley Road, Swaffham at 6.00p.m.

September
3" September: Save the Children Coffee
Morning Methodist Church Rooms.

4™ September: Open Air Service in Swaffham
Town Centre with Breckland Christian Fellowship
at 6.00p.m.

10™ September: Pensioners Coffee Morning
8.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon Conservative Club.

18™ September: ‘Gospel and Healing Service' at
Breckland Christian Fellowship, The Oasis
Centre, Cley Road, Swaffham at 6.00p.m.

October
1*" October: Save the children Coffee Morning
Conservative Club

Best Kept Garden Competition

Application Forms are available from the Town
Hall during open hours, judging will take place
during July, prizes will be given at the
Horticultural Show at the Sports Hall, Convent
of the Sacred Heart on Saturday 30™ July 2005.

List of Clubs, Societies, etc.

Would organizers and secretaries of clubs etc., please
check the current list in the Town Hall for there
accuracy. If there are any corrections, omissions or
additions please inform Rosie Noble on 01760
722922, 0r
e-mail: rosie@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk



