IN TOUCH

with your

TOWN

The Town Newsletter
July 2006

SWAFFHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, 4 London $t, Swaffham, Norfolk, PE37 7DQ

Issue 32|

Editorial & Commentary by the Town Clerk

Richard Bishop

Tel: 01760 722922 Fax: 01760 720469
E-mail: towncouncil@swaffham.fsnet.co.uk

Web Site: www.swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk

ROOOOONEY....for Town Councillor!!

I am faced this month with the difficult question of
do T talk about a Council by-election or Football.... T
was going to fry and write this column without
reference to the World Cup, but I have failed, as a
self confessed football fan it was inconceivable.
Besides all good things come round in four years
your Town Council elections are a prime example....

We have also had the excitement of a by-election
(at the time of writing the result is not known) but
five candidates putting up for two seats on the
council shows encouraging interest in the town. The
date for our first 'Roadshow' “Do you want to be a
councillor” is Wed 15™ November at the Town Hall.
This is to prepare the ground for prospective
councillors who may wish to stand in the
forthcoming elections next year in May 2007. Please
register your interest at the Town Hall.

Not sure how the ‘civic twinning visit' managed to
get organised over the weekend of the World Cup
quarter finals (30™ June to 3™ July). Perhaps it
was good forward planning of the three countries
involved. (i.e. France, Germany and England), not
expecting o make that stage of the competition. A
group of 29 are travelling to Couhe including the
Mayor, the Deputy Mayor and myself. But whether
we will all be talking about Wayne Rooney's broken
foot or several million broken hearts is another

question...
Enjoy your read... RB Town Clerk
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FROM THE

MAYOR'S PARLOUR

I was delighted to be chosen once more by my
fellow councilors to serve the town as Mayor for
the forthcoming year. However my delight is
tempered because Councillor Paul Darby who was in
line to fill this position, had to resign from the
council for personal reasons. Paul has always
worked hard for the town at both town and district
level and his input will be missed. We all hope he
may return to our ranks in the future. At the same
time Councillor Ben Emmerson resigned for health
reasons and there is no doubt he also will be missed.
The chamber is not the same without them. By the
time you read this, we will have welcomed two new
members elected in the by-election and a warm
welcome will have been extended to them.

The time is nearly here for our town to be rid of all
the road works paraphernalia and our Market Place
will be seen in its new state. It has been a
prolonged period of disturbance for everyone and
the Iceni Partnership and Norfolk County Council
worked in close ligison with the Town Clerk,
Businesses and Saturday Market Stallholders to
ensure the disruption to the lifeblood of the town
was as little as possible. With everyone showing
such patience and tolerance, I feel this partnership
is working at its very besft.

Last week I visited the Assembly Rooms where
there was an exhibition of Voluntary Organisations
and was particularly impressed with one whereby a
team of engineers used their ingenuity to help
individuals who have a particular problem. One item
shown to me was something they had designed for a
lady unable to turn the knob on her washing
machine. They very cleverly make adaptations that
can be used to overcome these handicaps. I
thought it well worthwhile to inform you all of this
service. If you have a particular problem, the Town
Hall can put you in touch.

Let us hope we all have a good English Summer
season.

Mayor of Swaffham
Clir. Shirley Matthews



Under the Buttercross
SWAFFHAM TOWN COUNCIL

This month this page will just show who your Town
Councillors are and what organisations are located
at the Town Hall.

THE TOWN COUNCIL
Mayor - Shirley Matthews - 01760 723205
Deputy Mayor - Anne Greaves - 01760 725191
Councillors
01760 724721
01760 723733
01760 722949
01760 723759
01760 720114
01760 720403
01760 725076
01760 720985
01760 723825

Pam Buxton

Carol Baker
David Butters
Dave Cannon
Sheila Lister
Frances Mann
Ian Sherwood
Jerome Stockdale
Les Wise

Breckland Councillors are Shirley Matthews and
Ian Sherwood.
County Councillor is Shirley Matthews.

WHAT IS LOCATED AT THE TOWN HALL?
Swaffham Museum Office

Services such as genealogy, research and archives
are available. Open via town hall reception or
telephone 01760 721230

Breckland Council

Room 1 - Office open 9.30am - 4p.m. every Monday
& 9.30am - 2.30pm every Tuesday.

For all your Council Tax, benefit enquires as well as
bus passes.

Registrar - Births, deaths & marriages

Room 3 - Office open 9.30am - 12noon every
Tuesday for appointments only. For more
information contact 01842 754115

Citizens Advice

Room 3 - Office open 10am - 1pm every Wednesday.
No appointment is necessary but for more
information contact 01362 697776

Age Concern

Room 3 - Office open 10am - 1pm every Thurs & Fri.
No appointment is necessary.

Town Council Chamber

This is where the Town Council holds it's meetings
including committees. This room is also available for
hire to the general public.

The rates for the Town Council Chamber are as
follows: -

Commercial Rate | £30 per hour
inclusive  of

VAT
Charitable £15 per hour
Groups inclusive  of
VAT

There is an 8 person meeting room on the ground
floor to hire. The rates are as follows: -

Charity, Local Gov & Non Profit organisation: -
£16.50 per session of 4 hours inclusive of VAT

Commercial rate: -
£33 per session of 4 hours inclusive of VAT

There is also a small office available on a Monday
and the rates are as follows: -

Charity, Local Gov & Non Profit organisation: -
£9.50 per session of 4 hours inclusive of VAT

Commercial rate: -
£19 per session of 4 hours inclusive of VAT

All offices can be hired on an hourly basis if wished.
For further information on either room please
contact Swaffham Town Council on 01760 722922

The Town Council also administers the Allotments,
the Saturday Market, the monthly Farmers Market
and the Cemetery.

If you would like more information on any of the
Town Council services please contact: -
01760 722922
e-mail - enquiries@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk

New Town Hall Opening Times
Monday 8.45am - 2pm
Tuesday 8.45am - 2pm

Wednesday Closed
Thursday 8.45am - 2pm
Friday 8.45am - 1pm




Roadshows
DO YOU WANT TO BE A
COUNCILLOR ?

In May 2007 there will be elections taking place for
Parish, Town and District Councils. This means that
anyone registered to vote over the age of 21 who
either lives or works in Swaffham can put their
names forward to become a Town Councillor.

e What is the job of the Council?

e What is expected of Town Councillors?

e Areyou interested in becoming a Councillor?

If you want to find out more come along for an
informal chat at our first roadshow. This will be
held on: -

Wednesday 15™ November
Town Hall

4pm - 8pm

There will be Councillors and Town Council staff
available to answer any questions you may have with
regards to what is involved in being a Councillor.

If you would like to know more contact the Town
Clerk Richard Bishop on 01760 722922 or
e-mail richard@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

The Town Council has its full council meeting on the
2" Wednesday of each month except August. They
are held in the Council Chamber on the first floor of
the Town Hall and they start at 6.45pm. At the
beginning of each meeting there is a 15 minutes
public session to allow members of the public to ask
any questions.

For this July only the meeting will take place on the
3" Wednesday of the month which is: -
Wednesday 19™ July at 6.45pm

Please come along to a meeting to find out what is
going on in your fown!

SWIMMING POOL

Outline planning permission has been granted by the
planning authority (Breckland District Council) to
Swaffham Town Council for a Leisure Building which
will include a swimming pool. The site is next to the
Eco-tech and Waitrose. The Town Council can now
go ahead with the land purchase of this site on
behalf of the Swimming Pool Association who will be
seeking funding for the building of Swaffham's long
awaited swimming pool.

NORTHWELL POOL:

The new Open Spaces Committee has planned a
consultation day on: -

Tuesday 25™ July
Town Hall
10am - 1pm

There are a number of issues centred in, or around,
the pool itself that are of concern. The committee
are keen to find out what the views of the residents
living in the area of Northwell Pool area. A leaflet
drop will be taking place to all the residents in the
area hearer the time of the consultation as it is
important that all interested parties get an
opportunity to express their views.

Please come along to the consultation.

FARMERS MARKET
Unfortunately due to work being carried out on the
War Memorial site the farmers market has had to
be cancelled for June and July. The work is due to
be finished in July so the next farmers market will
be on: -

Wednesday 2" August
Please come along and support your local market
which has wonderful local produce. The town council
would like to see more stalls at this market so if
anyone is interested in having one please contact
Ivor Livesey on 01760 722922 or e-mail
ivor@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk.

FRENCH MARKET

At the June council meeting it was agreed to hold a
French Market in the town later in the year. It is
hoped this would coincide with the 'Beaujolais’
evening which is being organised by Swaffham Lions.

What this space for more information!




CHURCH CLOCK

The Town Council has planned for restoration work
to be carried out on the dial of the Church Clock in
July.  This will coincide with work the Parochial
Church is carrying out on the main window of the
church.

TOWN HALL FLAGPOLES

At long last the Town Hall has a set of 3 new
flagpoles. As you will see these flagpoles are being
put to good use with flying of the St. Georges flag.
A grant has been applied for to cover the cost of
them, the outcome of which is awaited.

NOTICEBOARDS

The Rotary Club has kindly offered to pay for a new
notice board for the town which the Town Council
has gratefully accepted. When the old bus shelter
outside the Kings Arms was taken down Norfolk
County Council was going to recycle it to make a
notice board. When this is available the positioning
of this along with the new from the Rotary will be
agreed. If anyone has any suggestions of where
they would like to see these two notice boards
please contact the town hall.

SWAFFHAM TRAFFIC ACTION GROUP

Our Action Group was formed at a Public Meeting
held on May 2™ in the Community Centre and
attended by NCC and Mott Macdonald Contractors.

We feel that the overall problem of Swaffham's
traffic is not being tackled. Residents are alarmed
at the increasing volume of through traffic, and
traders are concerned at their ever dwindling
trade. We believe the future of our fown is at
stake. We aim to lobby the wider political world
with the need for action. In our opinion Swaffham
Needs a Relief Road and we need the support of
Swaffham people. We need you!

Please join our Group. Offer your help and support.
Seek further facts & information. E-mail your
contact details to:

townmouse@onetel.com or e.w.g@btinternet.com or
l.wales@homecall.co.uk

Telephones: Kate on 723034, Pat on 721818, Gordon
on 722111 or Deryck on 724852

Volunteer Opportunities for You

For those who visited the Volunteers Fair at
the Assembly Rooms on June 7™ thank you, I
hope you enjoyed chatting to the people
manning the stands and found out a bit more
information on how you can make a difference
to yours and to somebody else's life.
Volunteering can be fun and rewarding, so, if
you do have a few hours a week to make that
difference by doing some volunteer work and
find out what opportunities there are, call in at
the Community Centre on a Tuesday or
Thursday 9.00-4.00 and have a chat. If you
cannot get to the Community Centre, Swaffham
Library have been kind enough to accommodate
me once a month, my next visits are: Tuesday
27™ June 10.00-12.00, Friday 28™ July 10.00 -
12.00, Tuesday August 29™ 10.00 - 12.00

A few of the opportunities at present are:

¢ Driving: we have organizations that need
patients to be driven to clubs and to the
hospital for appointments.

e Cinema Guide: once a month on a Friday
evening.

e Turbine & Tour guide for EcoTech: you need
to be a bit fit for that onel

e Walking for Health Project, are requiring
volunteer “walk leaders” for the Swaffham
area. So if you want to be outdoors, here is
one for you.

e Trustees are required for Swaffham
Homestart.

e Admin person needed, for general office
duties, to help out in a very busy office.

e A secretary and Board Members for the
newly refurbished, soon to be opened,
Swaffham Museum.

e Interested in Arts and Crafts? Other
organizations are looking for volunteers to
help out with art and craft sessions.

e Charity Shops: All require your help.
Training will be given by the organizations, so
don't feel you will be dropped in at the deep
end!

If any of these have captured your interest ring
me, Jo Greenwood on 01760 723547 Mo: 07717
501702 email: jo@westnorfolkvca.org or drop in and
see me at, either the Swaffham Community Centre
or Swagffham Library and have a chat.

Look forward to seeing you.




Fighting Fly-Tipping
In the past 12 months street scene removed
around 600 incidents of fly-tipping within 24
hours of them being reported. The most
common types of flytipped waste are items like
fridges, cookers and mattresses which can all
be taken free of charge to your local Norfolk
County Council recycling center. Please ring
0844 800 8004 for more details. Or
alternatively, you can phone us and arrange for
them to be collected from outside your house.
We have to charge £20 for this but that
includes up to 3 items and it saves you aving to
take them to the site yourself.

New laws mean you are now responsibl;e for
your waste so make sure any private waste
removal company you use is authorized -
otherwise if your waste ends up on the side of
the road then you could be liable for the fine.
Call the Environment agency on
08708 506 506 to check.

Street Scene Helpline
Telephone: 01362 656878
Email: streetscene@breckland.gov.uk
Write to: Breckland Council, Street Scene,
Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke, Dereham,
NR19 1EE

Swaffham Police Station open times are:
8.00am - 3.30pm
Monday to Saturday and Tuesday to Friday
Alternating weeks
Norfolk Constabulary 01953 424242
Non Emergencies 0845 456 4567
Crimestoppers 0800 555111

Remember 999 is for real emergencies

Police & Post Office Ltd Partnership
Access to Police facilities at

98 London Street Post Office are

Monday to Saturday 6.00am - 6.00pm &
Sunday 6.00am - 1.00pm
There is a direct line to the Police outside the shop
via the police telephone/help point available 24
hours a day.
A copy of the Timetable for the

Western Area Mobile Police Office

is on the notice board at the Town Hall.

Swaffham Relief in Need Charity

Relief in Need is a Registered Charity offering
grants for a specific purpose for the relief of
persons resident in the area of benefit (ie
Swaffham) who are in need, hardship or
distress: or providing or paying for goods,
services or facilities for them.

Application Forms are available from the Town
Hall, you may call in during office open hours or
by telephoning 01760 722922.

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING

Our new season has already started and we meet in
the Parish Church Rooms (Campingland) each Friday
from 8pm to 10pm. We are fortunate enough to
have the services of a friendly and experienced
teacher who is more than happy to assist absolute
beginners as well as ‘old hands'".

Do come along and give it a try; we are sure you will
find it great fun. Everything is very informal and
you don't need to bring along a partner. All that is
required is comfortable, casual dress and a pair of
soft slippers or shoes, ideally with thin soles. The
evening costs £250 per head and includes
refreshments.

Contact: James or Elizabeth Dean 01760 720756

Women's Section of the Royal British Legion
Ex-service women, wives, daughters,
granddaughters, sisters and dependents of past or
present service women or men - come and join us.
We meet every 2™ Tuesday in the month at
Valentine Barker Court, Courtfields, Swaffham at
2.30 pm. We welcome women of all ages to our very
friendly meetings, so come along, listen to our
speakers, help your local community, make new
friends, we are waiting to welcome you. Contact:
Frances on 01760 724445 or Jean on 01760
722566.




Anyone wishing to start a
Home Watch Scheme
in the Breckland area should in the first instance
contact:

Colin Hodge
Breckland.norpol@gtnet.gov.uk
Home Watch Administrator
The Police Station
Norwich Road, Thetford

Norfolk. IP24 2HU
01842 222608

Swaffham Probus Club
A social club for retired and semi-retired business
and professional gentlemen. The club meets on the
second Tuesday every month at 12.30pm at the
George Hotel, Swaffham.
For further information telephone 01760 721242

TO THE HARD OF HEARING
You may be a little or you may be very deaf.
However, did you know we have free lip reading
classes in Swaffham?
We are only a small group at present but I am sure
there are lots of people around who could benefit
from these classes. We welcome new members so
please don't be shy, come and join us. We have fun
and lots of support and help with all sorts of things.
Classs are held on Thursday mornings 10.00 am -
12.00 noon at The Catholic Church Rooms, Castle
Acre Road, Swaffham.
For further information ring 01553 630472

COMMUNITY INFORMATION BUS
With representatives from:
The Fire Service, The Police Service, Citizen Advice
Bureau, Immigration,
First Bus and The Pension Service.
The Bus will be at
Swaffham Market Place on the 4™ Monday of the
Month 1.00pm - 3.00pm

Bridge Club
Would you like to enjoy an evening's entertainment
playing a game of cards amongst friends.
The cost is only £1.50 including refreshments.
If so; why not come along fo the
Swaffham Bridge Club
any Tuesday or Thursday evening,
6.30pm for 6.45 start,
at The Church Rooms, Campingland.
All levels of play are welcome
Partner not necessary
For further information ring
Peter- 01760 725406 or Nicholas-01760 722076

Campingland Surgery
Patient Participation Group Meetings
held at the Surgery
Diary dates for 2006:

Thursday 28™ September
Thursday 7™ December
(Speakers to be confirmed)

Contact: Carol Davies on 01760 725920
for further details.

Bingo Bingo Bingo
Valentine Barker Court
Every Thursday 7.00pm for 7.30pm start Small
Prizes

Pleasant atmosphere - Tea and Biscuits 50p
All Welcome

Women's Section of the Royal British Legion

Ex-service women, wives, daughters, granddaughters,
sisters and dependents of past or present service women
or men - come and join us.
We meet every 2" Tuesday in the month at Valentine
Barker Court, Courtfields, Swaffham at 2.30 pm. We
welcome women of all ages to our very friendly meetings,
so come along, listen fo our speakers, help your local
community, make new friends, we are waiting tfo welcome
you. Contact: Frances on 01760 724445 or Jean on 01760
722566.




Age Concern Swaffham & District
Our activities take place on the LAST
TUESDAY of every month 2.00pm - 4.00pm, in
the Assembly Rooms.

Forthcoming Events:
25™ July - In House Entertainment
29™ August - In House Entertainment

26™ September - Bressingham £5
If you would like to know more please call into
our information and help office on Thursday
or Friday 10.00am - 1.00pm in the Town
Hall, entrance in Cley Road, opp. Oasis Centre
or ring me on 01760 723866.

Information available on Pensions,

Agencys, Wills and lots of other

important issues.

Swaffham Civil Service Retirement Group meets
third Tuesday each month in Methodist Hall, 10 am -
12 pm. Civil servants, their family and friends
welcome for coffee, chat and meet new friends.
We sometimes have a guest speaker, occasionally a
quiz. For more details contact: -

June Finch - Secretary 01760 720 728

‘Swaffham Afternoons Women's Institute’ has
now joined with
Sporle & Necton Afternoon W.I.

Necton & Sporle W.I. meet on the third Tuesday of
each month at 2.00pm. All members of Swaffham
Afternnon are welcome there. Anyone new to
Swaffham wishing to join an afternoon W.IL. and
would like more details, please phone JEAN DARBY
on 01760 722566

Swaffham Evening Womens Institute extends a
warm welcome to any lady of any age group.

If you are new to Swaffham and would like to make new
friends, do come along and meet us in The Church Rooms,
Campingland at
7.30pm the 1°" Wednesday of every month.

See our notice board beside Boots the Chemist for up-to-
date information or telephone
01760 722052.

T T

COMMUNITY INFORMATION BUS
With representatives from:
The Fire Service, The Police Service, Citizen Advice
Bureau, Immigration,
First Bus and The Pension Service.

The Bus will be at
Swaffham Market Place
on the 4™ Monday of the Month
1.00pm - 3.00pm

New participants are invited fo place an
article in the next publication of the
newsletter. If you wish to advertise your
group or meeting please send in details o
the Town Hall either by post to: -

Swaffham Town Council
Newsletter
Town Hall
4 London Street
Swaffham
PE37 7DQ

Or
by e-mail to:-

rosie@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk

Copy deadline for the next edition is
Friday 15™ September 2006




Community Events
July, August & Septembert 2006

Any organisation wishing to include events in the
Swaffham Diary should leave information at the Town
Hall. Please indicate the nature of the event together
with date, time and venue, your name and telephone
number. For details see boards at the Town Hall or
Tourist Information Centre.

July

1% Save the Children, Charity Fair, Assembly
Rooms, 9.00am - 1.00pm

3" Home-Start Swaffham & District's AGM, which
will be held at 5.30 for refreshments, 6pm start at
the Assembly Rooms small hall.

5™ Relief in Need Trustees Meeting, Council
Chamber, Town Hall. 6.45pm

6™ 'Tts Real' concert style event including drama
and presentation of what God is doing today,
7.30pm at Fakenham organized by Breckland
Christian Fellowship, Swaffham. Tel. 01760 723175
for further details.

15™ Horticultural Society Bingo at the Assembly
Rooms 8.00pm

16™ Breakfast Service at The Breckland Christian
Fellowship, Oasis Centre, Cley Road at 10.00am for
a relaxed Breakfast followed by a service

19™ Full Town Council Meeting, Council
Chamber, Town Hall. 6.45pm.

25™ Northwell Pool Consultation Day, Town Hall,
10am - 1pm.

26™ Finance Meeting, Council Chamber, Town Hall.
7.00pm

27™ 'Tts Real’ concert style event including drama
and presentation of what God is doing today,
7.30pm at Necton Village Hall organized by
Breckland Christian Fellowship, Swaffham. Tel.
01760 723175 for further details.

August

4™ Horticultural Society Annual Show at the
Assembly Rooms.

5™ Swimming Pool Association Tombola 9.00am-
1.00pm at the Assembly Rooms

12™ Pensioners Coffee Morning 8.00am-12.00noon
at the Assembly Rooms.

19™ Swaffham town Bowls Club Coffee Morning
9.00am - 12.00noon Assembly Rooms

26™ Horticultural Society Bingo at the Assembly
Rooms 8.00pm

28™ Swaffham Carnival at the Rugby Club with a
flypast by a Lancaster Bomber starts at 1.00pm

September

2" Save the Children Coffee Morning with stalls
9.00am-12.00noon Methodist Church

13™ Full Town Council Meeting, Council
Chamber, Town Hall. 6.45pm

14™ Horticultural Society Meeting, Woodland
Wonderland by Robert Maidstone at the Assembly
Rooms 7.30pm

23" Pensioners Coffee Morning 8.00am-12.00noon
at the Assembly Rooms

30™ Swaffham Town Bowls Club Coffee Morning
9.00am-12.00noon Methodist Church

30™ Horticultural Society Bingo at the Assembly
Rooms 8.00pm

List of Clubs, Societies,

Groups & Sporting Events
Would organizers and secretaries of clubs etc.,
please check the current list in the Town Hall
for there accuracy. If there are any
corrections, omissions or additions please
inform Rosie Noble on 01760 722922 ,or
e-mail: rosie@swaffhamtowncouncil.co.uk

WEB SITE

www .swaffhamtowncouncil .co.uk

The web site continues to grow with more
information and the number of visitors fo the site.
It is making a significant contribution towards
giving us a better informed general public. Thank
you for your interest.




